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et al.: So you want to be a lawyer

SO YOU WAHT TO BE A LAWYER
SOLICITORS IN PRIVATE very complex, a soJicitor may seek Federal and State Departments, or
PRACTICE
the advice of a barrister who has within the legal sections of larger
A solicitor is a lawyer who deals specialised knowledge. Barristers, departments. The largest governdirectly with the public and is the unlike solicitors, do not deal with nrent bodies employing solicitors
person to whom an individual the many transactions and legal are the Commonwealth and State
turns when he or she has a legal problems of clients which do not Crown Solicitors’ Offices.
problem. The solicitor may be need a court decision. All barris- Solicitors in government may be
required to help plan and organ ters are sell-employed.
responsible for administering the
Barristers must have excellent law or involved in providing
ise the client’s affairs, enforce a
legal right or defend an action, or research skills as well as oral and policy and legal advice to the gov
negotiate complex commercial written hommunication skills.eminent. In the Australian and
Debating or public speaking skills New South Wales Law Reform
dealings.
Solicitors are able to represent are also uselhl and an ability to Commissions some solicitors
clients in any court in New South remember details quickly and investigate areas of the law which
Wales, though there are a few spe- accurately is important.
require reform. Other large gov
cial tribunals where they are not
ernment bodies employing
CORPORATE LAWYERS
permitted to do so. In many cases
lawyers are the Director of Public
Corporate lawyers are solicitors Prosecutions and the Legal Aid
a solicitor may decided to brief a
barrister to appear in court employed by a business rather Commission.
instead, but will still be responsi- than a law firm. They work in
OTHER LAWYERS
ble to the client and prepare evi- banks, manufacturing businesses
and
even
tourism
companies.
In
dence. Some solicitors work by
Lawyers also work in commuthemselves and are known as sole this arrangement the business is nity legal centres, providing advice

~ractitioners. Most solicitors work the solicitor’s client.
in firms where there are two or A corporate solicitor can
more solicitors and some larger arrange the company’s legal
firms employ more than 100 affairs, such as the negotiation of
lawyers.
leases or the purchase of property,

and ensure the company complies
BARRISTERS
with the law in meeting its tax
A barrister is a la~vyer who spe- obligations and employees’ work
cialises in advocacy (making ing conditions.
appearances in court), advising
clients and preparing court docu- GOVERNMENT LAWYERS
ments. Where a legal problem is
Government lawyers work in
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and assistance to disadvantaged
members of the community and in
the universities as researchers and
lecturers.
STUDYING LAW
In New South Wales there are
many institutions offering law
courses. Students wishing to prac
rise law must complete a recog
nised law degree or diploma.
There is a wide variety of
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degrees available to full time, part
time and correspondence students.
Students starting law straight after
completing the Higher School
Certificate (or its equivalent lute>
state) will usually be required to
enrol in a combined degree, such
as commerce/law, science/law or
arts/law, or enrol in another
degree and then start law as a
graduate student.
All law degrees contain
common subjects, such as criminal law, contract, constitutional
law and torts.
Law schools and universities
publish faculty handbooks conraining information about subjects, lecturers, timetables etc,
which are available from the universities, school libraries, local
community libraries or a Career
Reference Centre.

WHAT IS LAW SCHOOL
LIKE?
What happens after law school?
A law graduate who wants to

Paying off your home means
time. But the years don’t have to
crawl by. An ANZ Money Saver
Home Loan helps you pay it off
[:aster.
Your repayments can be made
either weekly, fortnightly or monthly.
You can also make lump sum and

practise law in New South Wales
as a solicitor or as a barrister is
required to obtain full qualifications, join the Roll of Solicitors or
Roll of Barristers and hold a practising certificate.
Graduates wishihg to become
solicitors must have completed
practical legal trainihg such as that
run by the Law Society of New
South Wales and the College of
Law.
After graduating from the
College of. Law, students are
admitted to the Supreme Court of
New Soutl’( Wales and entered on
the Roll 6f Solicitors. This enables
the new solicitor to apply to the
Law Society for a practising certificate. A person cannot claim to
be a solicitor or practise as a solicitor without a practising certificate.
Initially a new solicitor is
allowed to practise only as an
employee. It is not until several
years later when the solicitor has
had more experience that he or
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she is able to practise as a partner
of a firm or work alone as a sole
practitioner.
People who want to become
barristers usually practise as solicitors first to learn the basics and
build up a network of professional
contacts. Once admitted to the
Role of Barristers, a new barrister
must work as a pupil of a more
senior barrister (called a master)
for 12 months.

WHAT ARE THE JOB
PROSPECTS?
A law degree and a practising
certificate is not a guarantee that
employment will be found in private practise, or if it is found, that
it is in the new solicitor’s first
choice of practice area. The
employment prospects for people
with law degrees are usually very
good, although law graduates
should be imaginative and flexible
when choosing positions

extra payments for any amount at any
time. And because there is no
minimum term or catches, you can
pay offthe home as soon as you like.
For a home loan with an early
release date, call 1800 035 500, drop
into your local ANZ branch or visit
our internet site at www.anz.com.

Better service by all accounts.
Terms and conditions available upon application. Fees and charges are payable.
Applications are subject to ANZs normal credit approval criteria. This rate applies to loans advanced at 17/3/97. It is subject to change.

http://epublications.bond.edu.au/nle/vol3/iss1/10

2

